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The Association of Professional Landscape Designers is an
international organization that was formed in 1989 and is dedicated
to promoting and supporting the highly qualified professional
landscape designer.
Among the organization’s goals are:
•

To establish standards of excellence for the landscape 		
design profession.

•

Support and encourage an ethical standard of practice that
promotes responsible development, conserves natural
resources and improves quality of life.

•

Provide information and educational opportunities on
state-of-the-art technologies and practices that advance the
profession of landscape design.

•

Encourage and support the preservation of historically
significant landscapes.
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Planting Design Merit Award
Amelia Lima, APLD
Amelia B. Lima and Associates, San Diego, CA
The homeowners requested a new
planting plan for the front entrance of
their Rancho Santa Fe property.
The plant material from the original
garden reflected their East coast origins.
The lawn extended from both sides of
the driveway, beyond the metal fence of
the entrance, and required an excessive
amount of water to be kept green. The
diamond-shaped boxwood hedges on
both sides of the gate were stunted due
to drainage problems, and a change of
elevation in the area behind the fence
caused the irrigation water to collect at
the base of the boxwood. The existing
olive tree on the right-hand side made the
entrance seam lopsided.

in tune with the local climate. The chosen
plant material delivers a dramatic contrast
of color and textures and requires little
water. Adding a second olive tree created
a sense of balance. The numbers of Agave
americana in the foreground is different
on each side, as well as the general
arrangement and number of each species,
creating a sense of play and informality.
Blue Senecio is used as ground cover, which
unifies the design and carries the eye to
the front gate. The original design called
for six Agave fourcroydes to be planted
adjacent to both sides of the gate, but a

grub infestation forced their substitution,
and Agave desmetiana were used instead.
The two oversized planters placed on
top of the pillars dramatically punctuate
the entrance. The repetition of Agave
desmetiana on the ground next to the
entrance and in the pots serves to further
unify the design. Three different cultivars
of Anygozanthos extend the blooming
season due to their distinct blooming
schedule. Light-colored gravel was chosen
as mulch material, highlighting the shape
of the succulents and complementing the
stone of the gate columns.

The site was in full sun, Sunset Climate
Zone 23. There was a security camera
mounted on the fence to the left of the
gate that needed to have clear view of the
cars that stopped next to the touch pad.

Andy Sturgeon
Andy Sturgeon Landscape and Garden Design, East Sussex, UK
The garden is designed as another
room and as an extension to the kitchen.
Following the interior design, the garden
uses clean strong lines and rectangular
shapes. The colors are light, bright and
crisp and employ soft natural finishes. A
variety of boundary treatments are used
to create rhythm and interest within the
design and to give the illusion of space. A
circular recess in a white painted rendered
wall creates a simple yet dramatic focal
point.
Colored glass injects a shot of vibrant
color into the scheme. Acrylic screens
give the illusion of ‘depth’ which couldn’t
be achieved with a flat painted wall.
Horizontal hardwood screens allow light
and air circulation while creating a visual
link with the decking and internal flooring.

garden. One bench is fitted to castors so
that it can slide across to join the boundary
wall. This makes the space more adaptable
so that it can be opened up. The barbecue
is hidden under a timber cowl. While the
barbecue is being used, this slides across
to provide a work surface.
A small free-standing table and two
free-standing chairs offer flexible, movable
seating. Wide cedar deck boards are
treated to retain the original color and
be of similar appearance to the internal
floorboards.

Lighting is vital to the entire scheme
and is on several circuits with a simple
remote control for maximum flexibility.
The acrylic panels are up-lit from the base
to create a glowing wall. The tree is spotlit from underneath focusing on the trunk
and bouncing ambient light back onto the
deck. The planting is also illuminated at
the base silhouetting the outlines against
the slatted screen behind. The circular
recess in the white wall is also backlit with
the tree trunk silhouetted against it.

The planting is kept fairly minimal. It is
restricted to a single species of bamboo
set against the hardwood screen at the
rear; the vertical stems contrasting with
the horizontal slats. Shade is provided by
a single tree with a clear stem. The canopy
casts shade onto the dining area and the
decking area beneath. The container is
hidden from view beneath the decking.

The homeowners did not have any
specific requests for plant material, so my
first instinct was to propose a garden more

Light fixtures had to be approved by
the city council, which forbids bright
illumination on city streets. To guide
visitors, upward-lighting fixtures illuminate
the property’s name and the pots above.

Judges’ comments: Amelia’s renovation of a street entry in San Diego County
delivered a dramatic contrast of color and textures and required little water. It was
a strong and bold planting scheme which revitalizes and transforms the location,
with a good use of Senecio to unify diverse species.

Small Garden Gold Award

The new garden requires only five
minutes of irrigation twice a week from
March to November, and the maintenance
needed is minimum. Homeowners and
visitors to the property are greeted
year round by a colorful landscape that
manages to be vibrant and in tune with the
local environment.

The trunk of the tree is set against the
circular recess in the wall, creating a strong
visual element. The planter to the right
of the tree contains other architectural
species and culinary herbs. This planter
is also hidden beneath the decking.
Interlocking benches provide flexible
seating and a structural element to the

Judges’ comments:
A slick and clean design. Very good choice of materials
working extremely well together. Excellent detail and lighting.

Residential Merit Award

James Doyle
James Doyle Design Associates, LLC, Greenwich, CT
The contemporary house and landscape
is a standout in the context of its traditional
neighbors in Greenwich, Connecticut.
A stylishly transformed landscape was
created to compliment the home, built in
1998 and extensively renovated in 2006.
The new landscape was intended to build
upon and clarify the relationships between
the interior and exterior spaces of the
residence. The design process has resulted
in a dynamic and productive dialogue that
intertwined landscape and building with
interior movement and activities.

The clients needed visitors to be
directed to the home’s entrance and to
experience a sense of welcoming. Through
a collaborative approach between the
architect and landscape designer, a strong
directional pathway now begins at the
parking area and leads one under the
architectural overhang, a bold gesture
of masonry. Through this passage, one
emerges into the entrance courtyard, a
contained formal garden space that further
addresses the relationship between the
interior and exterior.

The project’s building masses, or solids,
are connected by a series of ribbon
windows that denote a transitional vacant
space. These spaces became the design’s
spatial thread; it is the intermediary paths
between the solid structures that activate
the site. This produces physical and visual
connections that, in turn, alter both.
The architectural form of the building
structures have been conveyed to the
ground plane of the gardens through the
use of stone, wood and plants, creating a
unique sequence of outdoor spaces that
relate directly to the distinctive house and
unify the experience of moving through the
indoor and outdoor parts of the residence.

The entry courtyard is defined and
enclosed by a custom fence and a low
masonry wall. Local bluestone – roughfaced and precisely sawn – was used to
construct this wall and the cantilevered
wall coming off of the house. The
horizontal stone pattern was then
repeated as an inlay detail in the driveway.
The courtyard space also includes a water
feature composed of two geometric stone
troughs, and the movement of water from
one to another emits a subtle murmur that
contributes to the restfulness of the space.
Carefully structured and dynamic plant
combinations include clipped groupings
of boxwoods, yew and barberry all offset

Specialty Projects Gold Award

Andy Sturgeon
Andy Sturgeon Landscape and Garden Design, East Sussex, UK

by tufted, blue fescue grasses and textural
perennial plantings of Stachys byzantina,
Carex morowii and Sanguisorba menziesii.
Another key component of the site is
the side enclave garden, which provides
a visual and physical experience from the
home’s interior. To the side of the house,
an aerial hedge of Pyrus calleryana breaks
up the building mass and adds a horizontal
emphasis that is carried throughout the
design. The custom-designed cedar lattice
fence, a critical feature of the overall
plan, demarcates the property line and
establishes enclosure in all of the landscape
spaces. In addition, cream-colored gravel
separates different materials yet promotes
unification as part of the thread that ties
the spaces together.
Because the modern style of the home
stands out from neighboring properties,
visual separation between them was
most important, and custom fencing helps
achieve this goal. The reappearance of
materials and patterns throughout the
landscape ensures that the contemporary
outdoor spaces flow from one to another
seamlessly and harmoniously.

Judges' comments:
The landscape is very successful in matching the contemporary style of the house; house
and landscape are a coordinated statement. The attention to detail is excellent.

Judges’ comments: An exciting and sculptural space with a great
sense of style and dynamism. The wooden sculpture provides a
welcome contrast to all the orthogonal forms.
The Cancer Research UK show garden
at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2007
highlighted their vision of “Together we
will beat cancer.” Primarily, the garden uses
natural materials and the architectural
structure is then complemented and
enhanced by textural and colorful
planting. Wide pale limestone paths lead
from either end of the garden, drawing
people together in its heart. The informal
rectangular amphitheatre has stacked
stone benches and numerous steps and
changes in level which provide flexible
seating, ideal for entertaining while
allowing people to gather together.
The elegant minimalist pavilion gives a
nod to contemporary Japanese architecture
and offers shelter from the rain and some
shade from the sun while framing the
view through to the rear of the garden.
The ‘Together’ sculpture, also designed
by Andy Sturgeon, is a sharply contrasting
organic element which twists through
the space bringing an energy and vitality

to the garden. Three 30-meter
long ribbons of steamed oak
intertwine and weave together
linking and embracing all the
various elements with their
gentle curves. The sculpture
culminates at the back of the
garden where it plunges into the
ground before rising up through
the branches of a mature tree.
The backdrop to the garden
is a series of rich brown
weathered copper louvers
providing a foil to the soft
greens of the planting in front. As the sun
moves round the sky they throw plants
alternately into light and shadow. The
planting features seven stately Cornus
controversa, the majestic table dogwood
whose distinct layered branches allow
light to penetrate through to the planting
beneath. Structural yew hedges slice
through the garden at different heights
with each hedge forming a green backdrop

to the more colorful planting in front while
dividing the garden into numerous areas,
ensuring that the entire garden cannot be
viewed from any one place and encourages
visitors to explore.
Note: The Cancer Research UK Garden was entirely funded
by the generosity of a private donor.

2010 Design Awards Judges
C. Colston Burrell
Free Union, VA
C. Colston Burrell is an acclaimed lecturer, garden designer, award winning author and
photographer. A certified chlorophyll addict, Cole is an avid and lifelong plantsman, gardener and
naturalist. Cole is a popular lecturer internationally on topics of design, plants and ecology. He has
shared his encyclopedic knowledge of plants and his abiding respect for regional landscapes with
professional and amateur audiences for 35 years.

Julie Moir Messervy
Wellesley, MA
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With thirty years of experience, four books and numerous high-profile lectures, Julie Moir
Messervy has emerged as a leader of a movement in which landscape design is as much a personal
journey as it is leaving a unique imprint upon the earth. She has inspired a new generation of
landscape designers, homeowners and others to create soulful gardens that reflect an inward vision
deeply rooted in outdoor archetypes, childhood imagination and aesthetic impulses.

Mark Gregory
Surrey, UK
Mark is a highly respected and successful contractor based in Surrey in the South East of England,
with over 30 years of quality landscaping experience. He now concentrates on high end private
gardens and quality commercial landscapes while specializing in the construction of show gardens
for The RHS Chelsea and Hampton Court Flower shows. He has been honored with almost 80
medal-winning show gardens to his name, 45 at Chelsea alone.

Norman Booth, FASLA
Columbus, OH

The APLD International Landscape Design Awards Program honors the best in landscape
design from around the world. The program brings exceptional talent to the attention of
peers, potential clients and the world of design.
The Awards Committee of APLD reviews and modifies the program yearly to improve
quality. This year the category of Show Gardens has been created to highlight work that
often is more cutting edge. Other entry categories are residential, non-residential, small
gardens, planting design and specialty projects.
We encourage you to enter your exceptional projects which will be evaluated by a
distinguished international jury. We again thank the 2009 judges – Norman Booth,
C. Colston Burrell, Gregory Pierceall, Robin Templar Williams, APLD, and Andrew Wilson.
The best entries will receive a gold award. Other deserving entries will receive a merit
award. There can be more than one gold or merit in each category. This places the
entrants in competition within the bar of excellence, as opposed to competition within
a pool of entries.
Award recipients receive featured coverage in The Designer, extensive public relations
dissemination and will be honored at the APLD Awards banquet in Dallas, Texas, in
September 2010.
The 2010 deadline for entry to the Awards Program is February 1, 2010.

APLD Awards Committee
Andrew Fisher-Tomlin, FSGD
William Healy, APLD
Amelia Lima, APLD
Rosalind Reed, APLD

After achieving a Master’s degree in Landscape Architecture at the University of Illinois, Norman
Booth has continued to share his love of architecture by molding minds as a professor and assistant
professor at The Ohio State University and the University of California at Davis for over 30 years. He
also has had the privilege to have five books published over the years.

Robin Templar Williams, APLD, FSGD
Wiltshire, UK
Robin Templar Williams has a garden and landscape design consultancy based in Wiltshire, England,
specializing predominantly in large, prestigious private gardens. He works throughout the UK and
internationally. Robin has received numerous awards for his work, which include several RHS Gold
Medals at the Chelsea and Hampton Court Flower Shows.

Susan Appleget Hurst
Des Moines, IA
Although raised in the Midwest, Susan Appleget Hurst has also ‘dug’ gardens in the Pacific
Northwest and the South. Susan speaks about gardening and garden design to audiences at flower
shows and horticultural symposia and is a guest on television and radio.

W. Gary Smith
Austin, TX
For more than fifteen years, W. Gary Smith has specialized in master planning and garden design
for botanical gardens and arboreta. His work explores the intersection between ecological design
and artistic abstraction. Formerly an Associate Professor of Landscape Design and Construction at
the University of Delaware, he most recently has been a Senior Lecturer in the Master of Landscape
Architecture program in the School of Architecture at the University of Texas at Austin.

