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Fast-growing
demand for

gardens-t0-go

A new species of grower wants instant results and

is prepared to pay for them, writes Susie Steiner

IHEY are o fresh species of
pardener: young. fashion-con-
i, with lintle time mrsd still
less expertise. A publisher of
gardening  magnmines  ex-
plained: “These people don
want to plant & seed and waich
it grewws They want 10 creite an
instant look.”

The new army of inept gar-
deners also has deep pockets.
As the planting season ap-
prigiches,  the  commercial
workd of horticulture is rub-
bing its hands with glee.

Consumers aré expected o
spend £3 billion on gardening
this year. Two now magarines
will shonly join the existing
nine 1o help them to do it On
television, two new gardening
serics will cram in with the sev-
en already in prime-time shots
But comtent, across the board,
s litthe 1o do wath planis

Marginalised are the prac
fised pruners whose expertise
makes them frugal. The lucra-
tive world of fnst foliage s
courting enthusiastic povices
who kill plants and come back
with their garden-centre trolb
leys for moge,

Mext Fridoy sees the intro-
duction of Garden Ndeas maga-
ane, published by Romsey.
aimed i readers who are
“clearefingered  rather than
grecn-fingered™.  Iis  editor,
Chris Day, sabd his magaring,
al the Woman's Own end of
the market, will offer “fresh
ideas and quick-fix solutions™,

“These are people who wiant
0 enderiain in their gardens,
who wanl an attractive oul-
door oo™ Mr Day said
“They don't own wellics and
would be put off by mud un-
der foo 5o, for example, wood-
en decking will really mke off
in 199907

Jointng  Carden fdeas on
the-shelves next month 15 an

upmarket offering from  the
magirine publishing compa-

ny IPC. New Eden — “nimed
ul  design-conscious,  aspir-
rional women in their lawe
twenties o mid-forties™ — will
g0 on sale on April 15, priced
E2.40),

New Eden’s publisher, Eve-
wyn Wehster, said: “Younger
people, and particularly first-
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time hame buyers, want their
arden 1o lonk as pood as their
meu s a lifestyle badge.”
To add to the magazine pile,
last week Ganden [nspiro-
tions, from GE  Publishing
went on sale for the first time.
Plant hunger is accelerating
despite garden ownership slip-
ping from HS.6 per cent of
adults in 1990 o 83.9 per cent
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in 1996, “It is ironike.” noted a
survey of the industry by Mini-
el. “that the keenest gardeners
speni very liitle on commer-
cial products:” Real gurdeners
buy seeds., and seed sales hiave

gone down, .

Some link the designer gar-
den boom to a plethor of tele-
vision makeover shows such
as Home Front and Chenging

Rooms, Qutdoor meoVers

heve been taken up acss thes,

terrestrial channels, w1 pro-
rammes such as Hor Front
1t the Geirden on BEC {r-
stamt Gardens on Chiel 5
ITV is the only chan lack-
ing a gardening shovl any
kindd bul a new series, s
sioned by Carlion, js 208 10
go into frenetic produ™

New magazines. fresh faces: a television serics has been commissioned from Andyfurgeon. above with cabbage palm

C1'The top five sellers at gur-
den centres mres-

I, Exiphorbia Charasias Walfe
nif. or “spurpe*. Green-hloe
beaves with yellow Nowers in
summer. Linkillable rating: 8.
2. Ready-grown bulbe: hya-
cinths, dalfodils, crocuses. In-

creasingly  bought  ready-
hlooming in pots. Even if they
wither  indpors are

nidy Sturgeon  has
Ahrﬂn gardener for

IS years. Il has been
a quiet time of mulching,
pruning and listening 1w
the birds.

has trilled with the inces-
sant sound of his mobile
phone as Mr Sturgeon is
drawn ouwl of his polting
shed and into the cut-and-
thrust world of the media.
The 33vear-old has be-
come hot p . Hand-
some l-:;l with a London
iwang, Mr Sturgeon is the
new gu af a booming in-
dustry. He has just been
commissioned (o front his
own gardenin m-
me  based u-n.g Iﬁfpm
Flanted, and a bectic
round of filming is about
o ensue 5o that the serics
can be sereened in May.
Then there is a column
in a national newspaper. o
weekly radio show and fea-
tures b0 write for garden-
ing magazines and wom-
en's glossics. He is also
talking with his publishers.
Hodder &  Stoughion,
ahout a new book.
“Everyone's irying fo ap-
peal o a 25 to 35year-old
market” he said. “So they
are all saying gardening is
this. gardening is thal, gar-
dening is the new sex gar-
dening is the new black.
“What will happen in the
next year or two .. . is you'll
grl mare and more trendy,

stylised packages. And, of

New career

blossoms in
TV’s glare

By SUSIE STRINER

course. what they're miss-
ing out on is that garden-
ing & gardening. Irs ak
ways been there and it's
about puiting stull in a pot
and watching it grow.”

Mr Sturgeon wenl inio
gardening because he en-
Joyed the slow and tranguil
world of his glass leanto
full of seedlings and cul-
tinE-L Hiis new eelebirity life-
style. however, leaves him
little time to rest a muddy
wellington on his fork.

“The last time 1 did land-
scaping was in December
and the Last time | did any
gardening before then was
in September.” he said.

“People psed fo say 1o
me "What's in llower mow?™
and 1 wouldnt have w0
think becanse I'd seen §
that day. Mow | have (o say
‘I get back 1o vou',~

¢ does not deny
that the garden-
ing revival has

worked in his Bavour. "I’
all been media-led, which
is great for me” he said.
“Bul the joy i:-inlhtuuﬂuﬁ
ing and going out dai
and saying ‘Ooh, hnE
That's come up’.”

I is & comfort o Mr Stur-
geon that the security of the
potting shed will always be
there, “This could all just
p.'_li'-l ina matter of weeks, but
10 al be left with
den-ln:.“?:r said. ak
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chucked outside, will pop up
ugain next year, Unkiliabie rar-
ng: 10

3. Evealyptus Gunnil. Grows
Fst: 10ft @ year. Evergreen sil-
very leaves with fashionable
metallic ook, refreshing
smell. Could die if kicked over
but otherwise indestructible
Uinkillable rating: 10,

4. Lavateria Rosea, or “mal

low™. & leaves with
mitiful while owers, Cheap.
ust-growing. Will survive the
mast barren of soils and re-
Guires nd mainienance. Unkill-
able ruting: 7.
3, Clematis Mornfana: really
fast climber producing mass
ol flowers, from whie
very deep pink.  Unkillable
rating: .




