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Andy is talking from a deckchair in his:
“own back garden a hny, Ieafy patch abo

first huuse*" he says. "l__
still haven't done as
much to it as I'd like, but "
I've tried to show how,
even in a conventional
garden, you can get way
beyond the ‘lawn-and-a-
few-shrubs' approach."
His garden is reac
through a lean-to
consetvatory which he
has painted bright,
* peacock blue and hung
n blinds.
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gardens

« here is, by Surrey standards, unusually
exotic. On the left, the leaves of a large
banana palm are shot brightest lime by the
sun, while a spiky Cordyline sprouts from the
border like a miniature palm tree. Bamboo
and eucalyptus leaves rustle in the light wind.
On the right, rising from a necklace of spidery
black grasses, is a carved wooden head of a
woman, bought by Andy in Sri Lanka on a
three-year trip around the world.

“| bought the house before | went, and
planted the eucalyptus and birch trees and
most of the bushes,” Andy explains. “Non-
gardeners lived here in my absence, so |
returned to find a jungle.” It did mean he had
a framewaork of mature shrubs to play with —
and the subtle interplay of colours and

‘It's great havmg a job that involves being OUtSIAE. Gardening is
creative, relaxmg and endlessly satisfying’

textures confirm his wise choices. The reddish
bark and |eaf-stalks ot the eucalyptus — now
30ft high — are played off by the purply-red
leaves of the smoke bush Cotinus cogaygria
and various pittosporums, whose glossy,
crinkly evergreen leaves glitter in the light.
Covering the fence, the purple vine Vitis
purpurea scrambles among jasmine, different
clematis and the feathery, grey-blue leaves of
the Chinese fir Cunninghamia lanceolata.

There is evidence of the current fashion for
spiky plants and grasses — a 6ft thistle

back. "It looks a bit like a shrine, but it's a
lovely place to sit at night.”

Andy began gardening at school where he
“grew vegetables very badly” with a friend. He
admits to drifting into horticultural college as
he “couldn’t think of anything else to say during
the careers interview”, yet it was obviously the
right choice. He has achieved a lot in just over
a decade, building up a busy design practice,
creating award-winning gardens for the
Hampton Court Flower Show, and installing
garden effects for films such as The Avengers

{Eryngium agavifolium) stands sentinel by the  Clockwise and Tom's Midnight Garden. And he clearly
back door, while clumps of bamboo and the from left: loves it. "It's great having a job that involves
“giant rhubarb” Gunnera manicata mark the Andy being outside and growing things,” he says.
passage from the main, open area of the Sturgeon’s “Gardening is creative and relaxing and

garden to a shady, secluded area at the back. arbour; a
“Even in a garden this size, you can still have  coneflower

endlessly satisfying."
Andy hopes that planted will pass on his

secret places,” says Andy. A modern, Rudbeckia; enthusiasm. “Gardening should be a pleasure
makeshift summerhouse, thatched in heather a pear; toad and never a chore. Pottering, tweaking, making
and painted the same peacock blue as the lily Tricyrtis mental notes for next year and getting your
conservatory, stands in the far corner, | communis; knees dirty — these are the real pleasures.” @
knocked it up in a few evenings,” he says, sea holly;

rearranging the candles, stones and opium Gunnera Andy Sturgeon, garden design: (01372 469643);
weights from Burma on the shelf along the manicata planted is published by Hodder & Stoughton (£20)

64



	17_10_1998TimesMagCover copy
	17_10_1998TimesMag1 copy
	17_10_1998TimesMag2 copy
	17_10_1998TimesMag3 copy
	17_10_1998TimesMag4 copy

